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4 Going green outdoors 16 Opening up a 1920s 19 Introducing gardening
helps sustainability inside abode made way for light expert Jennifer Stackhouse




THE BRIEF

To reorganise a 1920s
home for modern family
living without losing its
original character

THE ARCHITECT
John Rose and
Renata Prosenik,
Tanner Architects

THE BUILDER
A L DR lles

Getting it together

bimuses resly for sale. With an
erphiais on dyle over substance,
it is all about tickivg the bases witlaost
pying oo much altention to functicnality,
S when buyers packed up this Hupers
Hill Eamily horme on 2 1000sg m Mock in
2004, il appeared o have it all
Dress weranclag, an in-ground poal,
off=streat parking and even a granny fla
weere jusd what they were koking for to
acrameunkate their growing family
8w just a shame that mothing worked
prarticuardy well

On a mission
In a nod to the gentle curves of the irnbermal
[920s architectire, the verandas had been
Fill] in with cement Spanish Missan-siyle
arches. the poal paving had no reinforcing
utdernsath and the granmy fat appeaned
ber b haad a0 previons life as an overhilown
cubiby howse. T tog B off, the carport had
beemt pumiticned in the middle af the front
lavwry, which mde up moest of the vard,
Imtemally, the entrance in the orginal
et of the house had boen pushed into
the halhwany bo creste 3 portico amd a fake
witll installed to alfer privacy to the
bl pevorcd
An additon builkt vears earer included
a podey kitchen, dindng and living area plus
bualbweays, which added up to five chamges of

be Sydney real estate market is full
l of stores al quick fixes to make

leszls. The everall effect was that of 2
rabhit warren with no connection between
e npcary and thee ekt

Madern history
O the recomenendation of a colleagae,
the cwerers called i Tanner Architects
bix try oo 0t the howse cut,

Over the years, the firm has gained
a repulation for sintaining the best of
the origina] features of a home while
adapting or adding an to the building in
an entirely madern but appropriate way,

“Some things we told
them not o do, because
working with an old house
can be a limitless pit’

Architect John Rose could see the
podential of the high cedlings with their
ariginal plasterwark atd the possibility
for 3 natural progressson of gpaces.

“We wanbed to keep it slmple and retain
the old featrmes but open ap the doorways
50 thal they ane higher and you get that
flerw Froem roam B0 roam,” Jobin sy

First arder of business wad b remie
additions that were not workdng and design
apeces that would flow In a logical way.

Jalun days the original floor plan, whese
the north-facing house sat towands the
back of the block, made a lot of sense.

“The arrangerment of the hoase is soch

A higgledy piggledy rabbit warren is reorganised into a footprint of functionality and flow

that the private spaces are o the south [
the back| and the public spaces are to the
nortly, which allows the connection of

all the spacea,” he saya

Changing spaces

The praney flat was rermoved and the
carpart relocated to the side of the block
b create a lawn that would be easier to
eqjoy and malmtan,

The nmulti-level addition at the eastern
end of the house was ecrapped o create
a singhe-level, open-ptan kitchen and lvisg
area. Whike there is no mistaking this foo
a mew addithon, it takes on the same
rhyythim as the original house,

The old halhways have been maintaimed
bt the criginal deorways have been
extended and plass french doors installed
o each pooen. This has alloseed the rocms
to ke sectioned off when desired, cither
for acoustic or thermal parposes, while
creating large enough openings for a
natural flow hefween spaces.

“The thing i to do it in a way so that
when you want to connect v can but
when you don't, vou can close rooms
aff” Johim saya.

Flow has been enhanced swith an all-
white colour scherme for walls and cedlings
&5 welll a3 Irom bavk flooes throughout.

John says the simplified colowr
scheme allpwed the original details
to speak for themesebves,




“The vaulted esling in the dining ropm s
something you see in a Jot of old homes,” he says.
“When you find 2 house that has it, pou work
with it because it les presence.”

With the ald grarmy flat gone, the attic has
heen re-interpreted s a hame office and goest
T a5 required

Great outdoors

The: cld verands had an overkaul as well

discovened under the concrete arches, they

were [ auch poot condition that they were

replaced while the paving wis remered in

favour of precision-cut timber decking-
While the eveeal footpemt did not change

p-nteeﬁm:t'mﬁmm:ﬁ:ndamingﬂ:u!mr
carport was not vishle gt the fence line.

Building relationships
Fenata Prosenik was given the task of project
{ managing the bulbling work on behalf of

Tanner Architects

She says the sucess of the job dependad on
her relationship with the buiklers, A & DR Dles

W lsen vou are working on an okd house, vou
rely on the buildet telling you shout the isues
and wisere the probboms are,” she says

“When there wene problems with, sy, the
rovcil, wie woulbd come here and find i had
been peinfiorced becanese they could see X
neaded to be done”

Deespite the §17 million budget, she says

spending sad to be carefully monitared to
keap it from getting out af conral.

“They knew what they had to do with an
ald building, working within the conatrainks
of the budget,” she s

"Some thimgs we tokd them not (o do, becise
wrking with an old house can be a limithess pil.”

The owners attended meetings every Two
weeks during the process, which were min
and passed on o all parties to avoid costly
inistakies laber an

“Things et sxid but sometimes nol everyone
understands things the same way,” Renata says.

“It is geat to talk about the look of the
beailding st v need Lo keep a tight grip on
the everylay runming of the job”

With the 12-maonth buildirg process
compieted in 2008, the owners have had
phenty of time to become aroustamed to their

Moow 3 series of unofficial zoness, the house
may not have changesd much in sze bt it
differs enorrsoushy in hunctionality.

Best of all, despite all the mod cons it looks
a5 though i has always been there, 3 historic
house in a 21st-century world. s

Hobyn 'Wilis

& MORE [NFORMATION
& & DR les
A0 4811, llles com. i
Tanner Architects
9281 4359, tannerarchifacts. comm.au

A Precsinecut imber decking replaced the ald paving i
o the veranda B Architect John Rase and project ¢
archikect Renata Prosenis © Tha ress kitchan anjoys the
vigw of the fronbyard B The lving area b5 an axercEein ]
spacnusress E The aperrplan kichen F & naw ract was
repuired for the house & The rew addilien s I same

|

rhithm a5 the onginal hawse H T he ceding m the dining
resm kends a sense of grandeue | The main cathroam

FEATHER FEATURES
Lipdate your mberor with cushions.

The abwhite colour scherme has been
spiced up with a rug and cushions in green
that make & visual link between indoors
and Ut For sinilar cushions, iry the range
at Bholu, These hand-embroiderad felt
oushions have been made accordng 1o
far trade practices and corme with a
faather nsert Tor extra comiort.

They are priced at $135 each.

& MORE INFORMATION

Biholu 9553 0153, bholu oo

The Beautiul, fregstanding bath in
this homs conpares U images of
endas: relasation. For a smia
hath chieck out the Cenbro Dug oesl
freastanding bath from Kaldews
Made 1o take one person at ether
and, it 1 B from white steel
enamal and comes with a 30-year

quarantie, It & priced & 33180
from Cass Brothers.
# MORE INFORMATION

BATHIMNG BEAUTY ‘

Cass Brothers
B T2T T, cassbrotners.cormichl
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