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Discovering

THE BRIEF

To revive a long-neglected
stately home and open it
to water views

THE ARCHITECT
Clivie Lucas, Clive Lucas,
Stapleton & Partners

THE BUILDER
A& DR lles

f the thoosands af people

why @0 mEsing in Australia

owery year, apparently a femiw

hundred stay permanently
Jast to thesir formeer Fves.

If there was a paralld with lost
boneses, this residence on Syadney’s
Horth Shore could have been it

Built im the late 18905, it was home
o the eldest danghter of 3 prominent
Horth Spdney family,

Heritage architect Clhive Lucas says
the family, who financed the wark to
Euild the first property on the street,
insisted om kecping the house in the
woman's name because her hushand
had oo heead fior business and they
wanted her to have spme security,

Puzzie with a view
Poaitioned on A peninsula next to
2 peseryve ance known &= a fishing
camping amd hunting site for local
Aborifines, the site had harbour
views to the noeth and northwest,
Hioweser, the back of the two-starey
hiiise was @ brick wall with only one or
tern smaall windosws giving glimpses of
the waterways on its doorstep.
“lIt was a nbce, tight plan with no

& The back door leoking out io tha veranda with water
wiews just beyond B Herltage architect Clrea Lucas
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long, masty coreldors bt it did not take
advantage of the site.” he says.

"The back of the loose was a
dark full stop — a0 that after you
closed the door you could e been
in Paddington.

[ndeed, there are several elemsents to
thiz three-bedroom house that even an
experienced heritage architect such a8
Clive finds puzsling.

“This house is intrigulng,” he says.

“The drawing room should be the
grandest rooo in the house but there is
nothing on the celling. The dining
rorm has the most elaborate ceiling
amd coirmice in Use houge. | cannot
understand the herarchy”

However, when Clive first kxld Eyes
rm it, the lack all decoration was the
least of his comcerns.

When the lagt of the Eaedly moved
murt and =old the kouse sometime in the
1900, it was wsed a3 boat-building
factory of sorts hefore being bought by
a couple wha lived in it for years antil
the husband died,

His widow contimeesd on in the house
as it showly fell inko disrepair until it
was finally sold after ber death to the
present owner in 2000
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Mot long ago it wasn't fit for even a ghost to live in, but some dever work has this grand old residence looking better than ever
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Clive says the state of the houde was
the most lilkely resson why it sat on the
market for some time

“People were terrified of it becauss
there was seme stractural movement il
the hack, the roof had fasled amd waler
WAS POUnng in,” he Sps

“It was an old sbam."

That sinking feeling
Drescribing it as “the original haunted
hause™, Clive says it had been fire-
damaged by vamdals, with uneven
floors downstairs and resklent possuns
and pigeons upstairs,

“There was a little bit of white an
damage and the hall fear had the
original tiles." he says, “They were il
in sand and the floor had sunk like a
mattress in A cowntry hotel,”

Drespite its condition, Clive says
he could see there was lifie in the
okl hase yet with the possibility of
svmpathetically modifving the ariginal
desggn to take in the views,

“It was a well-built house and #®
was very intact, cven though there was
mrvement,” he says

*1 dom’t knoer why it didn't sell
earlier because it is a fantastic ste”




Brought back to life

With the owner commitbed to Tewiving
the house, Clive called on builders 4 &
DR llles to undertake the painstaking
restaration waork and sreate spaces that
wonkd capitalise on the property's
waterfnont Peosition.

First order of busines was an
expansive new bay window for the
impressive dining room, which would
cverbook a new hardwood veranda and
the Harbour beyond.

Before this, Clive says the dining
space was dark and oppressive with just
a small windoe to the northemn side.

He still doesnt urwdsrstand why a
veranda or large window was not a part
of the original plan

“The original eocupant's brother paid
for the howse bust [ don't think it was
ever fully reallzed” he says,

“Every window was built to take
shutters, the skair window had carses in
it t take leadlzght bt it wasn't dooe all
the way throagh

“The house i very well built so
no exXpense was gared up ko a palat
hecanse vou coukd not really look out
an o the back "

Having been damagsd aver the

vears, Lhe kitchen was remodelled and
rebuilt by master cabinetmaker lan
Thamson with kauri detalling inside
the cuphaards and & rawers.

A modern touch

Drespite its classic lines, the kitchen
provides modern fumctionality with an
iland CaesarStone benchtog and an
ebactric stose in addbion to the
tradstional stove

“The original occupant’s
brother paid for the house
but I don't think it was
ever fully realised”

Clive says the oweer was imderested
in recomniecting the fouse to natural
gas, which had been cut off at the top
of the stroet 30 yvears aga, but at a cost
of 510,000 thought Eetter of &

The new kitchen kads on to a new
sun-drenched meals area m'-crlu;u:u]-;jn;g
the garden that stands on the original
fandations of the peoperty's ald
Laumelry site.,

The sunken comer af the house —
the anly part built on sand — was
resstboned with new footings. Lipstairs,
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reshuffling of the Roorplan allowed for

ftwo hathrooms, a small linen closet,
three bedrooems ami a library.

After restoring the staircase,
Clive says a new $air mnmer was
oommissioned along with new
wallpapers and friszes for the living
areas downstairs,

Although be has resisted the urge
to add decorative cornices or plaster

cedlings to the drawing rooem and other

recepiion areas, Clive says the final

result i perhaps more pleasing than
the ortginal.

"They were a fregal family = [ don’

think they Lvished money on it It is

prabably finished in & much nicer way

v than when it was built" =

® MORE INFORMATION
A L DR liles %240 481,
ill@s.com.au
Clive Lucas, Stapleton &
Partners 9357 481,
cleparchitect=.com
lan Thomsen 0408 925 13,
ianthomson.com.au

Restoring an old house can be a challenging and,
at times, frustrating experience. Here are some great
Sydney haunts for those wanting to track down ariginal
or reproductian tems.

How To Restore The Odd Aussie House

fan Staplefon, 53995, Fignmel Fiower Press !
& great starting point far amyone who has just
purchased anold home and doesn't know where to
start, It Qives adwvice an how to research your home's
higtery and the impcriance of retaning original
features. Author 1am Staplebon i part of the firm
Clivi Lucas, Staplefo & Partners,

Chippendale Restorastions 0510 6088,
Chignendaleresforations.com.ay

This warehouse space has an extensive range of
original and reproduction doors and windoes a5 wall
as everything lvam kandles, light fittings and hearth
files to mantpieces, fireplaces and tin paneding. A
graat one-stop shop

Sydniey Ceiling Restorations 5705 7133

Wi Sydneposingresioralions. comau
Finding the right tracesrman for the job can be

tricky green old homes aften require paopie with long:
forgotten skils, Harry Klarnet! has 45 years sxpenienca
restoring decorative Jedings and has seen everything
From water damege 1o foct-throughthe-roof disasters.
He can maka original moulkds to any design requined
The Heritage Building Centre 2557 1222
tienfagebuldng comau

A wealth of products including secondhand gates,
doors, windoe's, flacrhoards, repeeduction and original
garden fealures, light fittings and mare Whether you
plan on tackling it yourself or you need someons to do
it Teor' you, this place can agviss you Pow b do it or put
VO QR 15 someons who Can

Terrace House Factory 9560 6768,
femacsouselaciorymm.au

With s grieat range o iron lacework and colurmig,

this place is & fantastic resource for owners of terrace
housas. Other items nelude bathroom fittings along with
& good range of original doors, windows and hardware.
There are ako a number of tradibonal stoves along with
some covEtable sarly Kooka stoves at reasonable prices
The Recycled Building Yard recyciedyard,com au
This Holroyd site (5 the place to go for secondhand
building materiak with everything from regycled fimber
and roofing materiak through to 2 wide range of
secondnand bricks ard sandstone biocks. They esen

offer & demolition serice where materials are sorbed
for recycling rather than berssed inbo landfill

€ The dining rosm with new bay windew D Madern
mixes wilh fradtional features in the kitchen
E Driginal tiles were relald In the hallway
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